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TO BE 
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Aﬀerted in a 


FAMILIAR CONFERENCE 
BETWIXT 
TWO FRIENDS, 
A B OUT 


The Unlawfulneſs of Exercifing their 
'TRADEs or ORDINARY CALLINGS 
on that Day. 
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Publiſhed for the Uſe of Ignorant Preple, to prevent 
the Prophanation of that Holy Day. 
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LONDON: 


Re-printed for the Society for Reformation of 


Manners. MDCCLIX. 


An Abſtrat of the Statute müde the 
29th Year of the Reign of King 
. Charles the Second, and command- 
ed by her Majeſty, i in Her late gra- 
cious Proclamation, to be put in 
Execution. 


NACTED, That no Tradeſman, or 
other Perſon whatſoever, of the Age 
ot 14 Years, Thall do any worldly Labour, 
Buſineſs, or Work of their ordinary Cal- 
ling, on the Lord's Day, or any Part, 
thereof (Works of Neceſſity and Charity 
only excepted) on the Penalty of Five 
Shillings * every ſuch Default. 
That no Perſon whatſoever ſhall on the 


Lord's Day, or any Part thereof, cry, 


ſhew forth, or expoſe to ſale, any Wares, 
Merchandizes, Fruit, Herbs, Goods or 
Chattels whatſoever, on Pain of forfeiting 
2 ſaid Goods ſo cried, ſhewed forth, 

c 

That no Drover, Horſe-courſer, Wag- 
goner, Butcher, Higlar, or any of their 
_ Servants, ſhall travel to their Inns on the 
Lord's Day, or any Part thereof, on 
Penalty of Twenty — for every 
much Offence, We: 
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Kept Holy, c. 


S. 0 R, a good Morning to you, 
LY How do you do to-Day ? I have 
made bold to viſit you this Morn- 
ing, hoping I have not broke the Bonds 
of our Friendſhip in my Reproof laſt 
Night, for the exercifing of your Trade 
on the Lord's-Day. Indeed, I was a lit- 
tle concern'd our Diſpute happen'd ſo late 
laſt Night, as that we could not come to 
a Conclufion, which is the Occaſion of 
my coming this Morning. 5 
N. Mr. S. J am glad to fee you this 
Morning with all my Heart, and, for my 
part, I am ſo far from breaking the Bonds 
of Friendſhip with you, that I heartily 
thank you for your mild Reproof, tho? 
I cannot be of your Mind, nor think it 
ſo great a Sin as you ſpeak of: For were 
I convinced of it, I would, for the fu- 
ture, leave off exerciſing of my Trade on 
that .. | _ 
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S. Truly Mr. N. I think our heavenly 
Father hath ſaid enough to convince both 
you and me that it is a Sin, in theſe 
Words; Remember that thou keep Holy 
the Sabbath Day. And ſeeing that God 
himſelf has hallowed this Day, how can 


that Man be Holy, who wilfully pro- 


phanes it, by following his ordinary Cal- 


ling or Trade on that Day? Beſides, you 


ſee that God hath placed this Command- 
ment in the midſt of the Two Tables, 
with a Watch-Word of ſolemn Prepara- 
tion for it, REMEMBER that thou keep 
Holy the Sabbath-Day ; as if this was to 
be kept above all the reſt: And indeed, 


the due Obſervance of it 1s the beſt Help 


to the keeping of all the reſt. i 
VN. Mr. &. in all this you ſay very well; 


but let me tell you that Chriſt is Lord of 


the Sabbath, and hath remitted the Ri- 


gour of Maoſess Law; for 'tis ſaid, The 


 Sabvath was made for Man. 
F. In this Mr. N. you make for me, 
and not for yourſelf ; tis true indeed, The 


Sabbath was made for Man; but not to 


follow his Trade, or ſpend his Time in 
Tipling at Ale-houſes or Taverns : It was 


made for him to buy the Bread of Heaven, 


and the Water of Life; tis a Market-day 
ſor our Souls, that we may buy the Food 


of Angels, and the Milk of the Word of 
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Ceremony, then there would be but Nine 
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God to feed them with, N is to be 


had without Money, and without Price. 
And if, as you ſay, Chriſt be Lord of 
the Sabbath, it ought to make us the 
more admire the wonderful Work of dur 
Redemption and as he is Lord of the 


Day, we ought. to ſpend our Time in his 
Service, and keep the Day to him, who 
| roſe on it from the Dead, that ſo we may 


raiſe our Minds and Souls to Newneſs of 
Life, and make all our Works ſpiritual ; 
for faith the Lord by the Prophet, Ia. 


viii. 13, 14. And call the Sabbath a De- 


light, the holy of the Lord, honourable, and 
tbou ſhalt 5 him ; not doing thine own 


Ways, nor hang thine own Pleaſure, nor 
ſpeaking thine own Words: Then ſhalt thou 
delight thyſelf in the Lord, and he will cauſe 
thee to ride upon .the high Places of 'the 


Earth, and feed thee feb. the Heritage of 
Jacob thy Father : For the Mouth N the TY 
Lord hath ſpoken it. 

And I think I may ſay, God hath- writ 
it over and over again with his own Fin- 
gers in Tables of Stone, to fignify the Au- 
thority and Perpetuity of it: For all' that 
God wrote were moral and perpetual 


Commandments, and they are reckon'd 
Ten in number; if this were taken away 


by Chriſt, or was now but an abrogated 


A3 Com- 
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Commandments : But to end this Con- 
troverſy, Chriſt profeſſeth in Mar. v. 15. 
it be came not to deſtroy the Moral Law ; 
but, as the Learned Dr. Hammond para- 
Phraſes upon it, to repair and make up 
whatſoever is wanting ; n that 
r Saviour ſaith again in the 19th Verſe, 
ig de der thereff fore [hall break ** theſe 
Commandments, and ſhall teuch Men 
hk he ſhall be called the leaft in the King- 
dom of Heaven: Or be deſpiſed and re- 

jedted'by God in the Day of Judgment; 
ACC ding to the ſaid rin yn 3 
Indeed Mr. S. you have almoſt 
convinced me that it is a Sin, and I could 
wiſh it were not practiſed; but if I ſhould 
leave off trading on this Day, others will 
not, and ſo I may loſe my Cuſtomers, it 
being ſo much praiſed, or elſe I would 
leave off for the future. And J could 
wiſh it were an univerſal Practice not to 
oaks on this ſacred Day. 
S. lamglad Mr. N. to hear this inge- 
nuous Expreſion from you, but I am ſor- 
ry you ſhould miſtruſt God's Providence, 
when it is in him only that we live, and 
move, and bave our Being; for, let me 
tell you pain, this will avail but little in 

the laſt Day. We muſt not anſwer there, 


BF hen God calls us to account for the 


Breach of this Dey, that we feared loſing 
i — 


to be kept Hol v. 7 
our Oy or did it to get a Livelihood; 

this will not excuſe the breaking of the 
Commandments. And if others will do 
it, that will be no Excuſe for me; for if 
Ten Thouſand break a Coirttizadment, 
that will not give me a Diſpenfation, and 
make me guiltleſs ; others doing of it is 
no Argument that it is no Sin; therefore 


that muſt not be my Rule to go by, W¾u0 N 


am obliged by my Baptiſmal Vow to fight 
againſt the World, and all Appearance 
of Evil. Where God commands, it is 
my Duty to obey, and not to fear what 
. World will Ay, or the loſing of my 
Trade; but do m. \ Duty to him, and leave 
the Event to his Providence. as Abraham 
did in the offering up of his Son; and I 
think it will not be amifs to ſhew you an 
Inſtance of God's Providence in a like 
Cafe with yours. | 
It was to an Acquaintance of mine, 
fome time fince, I think it not proper to 
mention his Name, he was a Baker by 
Trade, but ever thought it unlawful to 
heat his Oven on the Lord*s-Day, ſo that 
he did not do it; and being importuned 
by ſeveral to heat it, he would not yield, 
but went to ſome {pious and learned Di- 
vines, to know whether it was lawful or 
not ; they told him it was not, except in 


Caſes of ee But neither he nor 
the 
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Commandments: But to end this Con- 


troverſy, Chriſt profeſſeth | in Mat. v. 17. 
That he came not to deſtroy the Moral Law ; 


but, as the Learned Dr. Hammond para- 
phraſes upon it, to repair and make up 
whatſoever is wanting z infomuch, that 
our Saviour faith again in the 19th Verſe, 
Whoſoever therefore ſhall break one of theſe 
leaſt Commandments, and ſhall teach Men 
fo, he ſhall be called the leaft in the King- 


dom of Heaven: Or be deſpiſed and re- 


jected by God in the Day of Judgment; 
according to the ſaid Paraphraſe. 

N. Indeed Mr. S. you have almoſt 
convinced me that it is a Sin, and I could 
with it were not practiſed; but if I ſhould 
leave off trading on this Day, others will 
not, and ſo I may loſe my Cuſtomers, it 
being ſo much practiſed, or elſe I would 
leave off for the future. And J could 
with it were an univerſal Practice not oy 
trade on this ſacred Day. 

S. Iam glad Mr. N. to hear this inge- 


nuous Expreſſion from you, but I am ſor- 
ry you ſhould miſtruſt God's Providence, | 


when it is in him only that we live, and 
move, and bave our Being; for, let me 
tell you plainly, this will avail but little in 
the laſt Day. We muſt not anſwer there, 
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our Trade, or did it to get a Livelihood; 
this will not excuſe the breaking of the 
Commandments. And if others will do 
it, that will be no Excuſe for me; for if 
Ten Thouſand break a Commandment, 
that will not give me a Diſpenſation, and 
make me guiltleſs ; others doing of it is 
no Argument that it is no Sin; therefore 
that muſt not be my Rule to go by, Who 
am obliged by my Baptiſmal Vow to fight 


againſt the World, and all Appearance 


of Evil. Where God commands, it is 
my Duty to obey, and not to fear what 
the World will ſay, or the loſing of my 
Trade; but do my Duty to him, and leave 


the Event to his Providence, as Abraham 


did in the offering up of his Son; and I 


think it will not be amiſs to ſhew you an 


Inſtance -of God's Providence in a like 


Cafe with yours. 


It was to an Acquaintance. of mine, 
fome time fince, I think it not proper to 


mention his Name, he was a Baker by 


Trade, but ever thought it unlawful to 
heat his Oven on the Lord*s-Day, ſo that 


he did not do it; and being importuned 


by ſeveral to heat it, he would not yield, 
but went to ſome pious and learned Di- 
vines, to know whether it was lawful or 


not; they told him it was not, except in 
Caſes of Neceffity : But neither he 


nor 


the 


Wie Lende Day 

they thonght it needful for him or his Ser- 
vants to work on that Day, fince it was 
ſo plain a Breach of the Fourth, Com- 


mandment. 


The Baker being a a good Man, did not 
raiſe the ſilly Objection of loſing his Trade, 


which you and other Men ſeem to do; he 
loved to diſcharge his Duty to God, and 


in ſo doing, left the Event to his Provi- 
dence. And tho? ſome of his Cuſtomers 
left him, becauſe he would not bake or ſell 


Bread on that Holy Day, yet that did not 
in the leaſt move him, or make him miſ- 


truſt God's Providence. And as God loves. 
to reward his Servants in a viſible Manner 


ſometimes, ſo in this Caſe, to let the be- 


ſotted World ſee what Happineſs they miſs 


in not ſerving him ; for the Scene here. 
| fſoon alter'd, and in a lictle Time, his Cu- 
ſtomers began to come again in greater 


Numbers than they went away; and he 
had ſo great a Trade on the Week- days, 
that he himſelf ſaid, he deſired no greater 
ſo long as he lived. I might have given 


a fuller Account of this good Man, but 


it would take up too much of our Time 
at preſent. But as for your wiſhing juſt 
now that it might be an univerſal Practice 
for all of your Trade to leave off, then 
you would leave off yourſelf too; that I 
muſt confeſs ſhews the Weakneſs of Four 
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Faith, as well as of your Virtue ; *tis 


doubtleſs your Duty to amend one, and 


then go on to promote the ſame in others, 
by your own Practice, by which means I 


doubt not but in a little Time you would 


find the Benefit, as well as the good Man 
1 have juſt now mentionedd. 

N. Truly Mr. S. I wifh there were 
more ſuch Men as this you ſpeak of, for 
indeed he had a ſtronger Faith than I have. 


S. Truly your Wiſh is good, but wiſh- 


ing will not do the Work 6f God, there- 
fore ſtrive to make yourſelf what you de- 


_ fire others to be, and in this degenerate 


Age ſhew yourſelf an Example to others; 
for God delights in a Free-will-Offering, 
and expects his Servants ſhould wait upon 
him in the midſt of Difficulties. If we 
will give ourſelves Time to confider, his 
Wages are infinitely beyond our Labour 
our Taſk is ſhort, but our Reſt is long; 


and the Reward of Obedienee will be great, 


tho? the beſotted World will not ſee it. 
N. *Tis ſomething ſtrange, if it be ſo 
great a Sin as you ſpeak of, that ſo many 


Hundreds of Ale-Houſes, Taverns, and 
Coffee-Houſes, ſhould be ſo much fre- 


quented, and they not ſee the Greatneſs of 


the Sin, though ſome of them are thought 
to be honeſt Men. 5 | e 
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S. It is ſtrange, .as you ſay, that. ſo 


many ſhould do it, and not ſee the great- - 


neſs of the Sin, tho* I am apt to believe 
they do, but their Intereſt keeps them. 
from believing it in good earneſt. 

1 have met with ſeveral religious Men 
that keep Taverns and Ale-Houſes, who 
will not let Company into their Houſes- 
on the Lord's-Day ; 55 and the whole Fa- 
mily ſpend the Day in publie and private 


Exerciſes of Religion, as if they kept a 


private Houſe; and they confeſs they find 
the Benefit of it, as all muſt who rely on 


the Providence at God, and who ſee the 


Greatneſs of the Sin, and avoid it. 
However, if others cannot or will not 
ſee their Sins, that's no Example for you 


and me; as I told you before, though ten 
Thouſand do it, that takes not off the Sin. 


You ſee ſome Hundreds will Cozen, Swear, 
and be Drunk, yet all this while the Sin is 
great; for it is ſaid, They ſhall not inhabit - 
the. New Jeruſalem. | 
And ſohere the Commandment is plain; 

is on the Lord J- Day, Thou ſhalt not do 
any manner of Wark, (except Works of 
Neceſſity, Mercy, or Charity) neither thou, 
nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy Man 
Servant, nor. thy Maid Servant, nor thy 
Cattle, nor the Stranger that is within thy 
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Gates: For, let me tell you, the Sin is ſo 


much the greater, and more aggravating, 
by being done by a Multitude, which we 


are not to follow 7s do Evil. And tho' you 
think ſome of them honeſt Men that do 
ſo, yet they may be carnal; and if ſo, the 


Apoltle tells us, The carnal Man-cannot 
conceive the Things of the Spirit of God, 
neither doth he know them, becauſe they are 


ſpiritually diſcerned. You will find all good 
Men in every Age have look'd upon it as 


a Sin, and ſome Hundreds have writ a- 


gainſt it; the Laws of the Land are alſo 


levelled againſt it; but I wiſh they were 


more vigorouſly put in Execution againſt 
all thoſe who prophane the Sabbath. 

A lt is not very long ſince our late gra- 
cious Queen, of happy Memory, did ſend 


a Letter to the Juſtices of Midaleſex (I be- 


lieve you may remember it) to put the 


Laws in Execution againſt prophaning 


the Lord's- Day, and other Sins: And in 
the Order which the Juſtices put out, they 


were to puniſh all Perſons that frequented 


either Ale-Houſes, Taverns, or Coffee- 
Houſes, as well out of Divine Service as 
in; and that none ſhould expoſe their 
Goods to Sale on the Lord*s-Day. Our 


preſent gracious Queen hath put out a 


Pro- 
This Book was firſt publiſt'd 1 in the Reign of 


| Queen Ame. 
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Proclamation, and among other Thin 
commands the Act for ho better Obſer. 
vation of the Lord 's-Day, to be religiouſly 
obſerved, on Pain of hee higheſt Diſplea- 
ſure. This reminds me of a Friend of 
mine who was walking along the Streets 


on the Lord's. Day, and ſeeing a Woman 


expoſing her Fruit and Herbs to Sale, he 
ſpoke to her of the ill Conſequence of it, 
— told her, She ought to go to C hurcb, 
and ſerve God. The Woman reply'd, * 
took more Money on the Lord s-Day than 


on any Day of the Week beſides, and ſhe 


could not live if ſhe did not do it. 


My Friend, ſaid he to the Woman, f | 


you Td but keep the Lord's-Day as you 
ought, and not ſell your Things on it, but 
ſhut up your Cellar, and go to Church, and 
ſerve God, and when you come home, ſpend 
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your Time in reading the Word of God, uſing | 


Prayer, and i Praiſes to him for all 
his Mercies. In fo doing you need not doubt 


Week, which you cannot expect ſo long as 
you make a Market- Day of his 1 
The Woman accepted of his Counſel, 


and went to Church. My Friend called 


upon the poor Woman ſome time after, 


who 


but God would be infinitely kind, and ſend a 
Bleſſing upon your Labour the reſt of the 


took in her Things, ſhut up her Doors, | 
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who was glad to ſee him, and thanked 
him for his good Advice, ſaying ſhe had 


found his Words true, for ever ſince ſhe 


had kept the Sabbath-Day, ſhe ſold more 
Things. on Mondays and Tueſdays than 


before ſhe uſed to do all the Week. 
N. Your Friend I think did very well, 


I wiſh others would do the ſame, and this 


Story of yours puts me in mind of a Book 

I have of Judge Hales's, where he faith | 

ſomethin ng to this Effect, if I am not mi- 
f 


ſtaken : If you pleaſe Il fetch the Book, 
and read the Paſſage to you. 


S. I pray do, if it be not too great a 
Trouble for you. 


N. The Paſſage is this, tis in a Letter | 
to his Children: Becauſe ] have by long 


* and ſound Experience found, that the 


© due Obſervance of this Day [meaning the 
Lord's- Day] and the Duties of it, have 
* been of ſingular Comfort andAdvantage 


* to me, and I doubt not but it will prove 
© ſoto you. God Almighty is Lord of our 


Time, and lends it to us; and it is but 
2 © juſt we ſhould conſecrate this Part of that 
2 © Time to him: Sol have found by aſtrict 
2 < anddiligent Obſervation, that a due Ob- 


© ſervation of this Day, hath ever had n 
ed to it a Bleſſing upon the reſt 


4 my 
ih Time, and the Week that hath ſo begun 


B <>» + hath, 
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'© hath been bleſſed and ptoſperous to me. 
On the other Side, when I have been 
* negligent of the Duties of this Day, the 
"© rejt of the Week has been unſucceſsful 
and unhappy to my own ſecular Employ- 
ments; ſo that! could eafily make an 
7 Eſtimate of my Succeſſes in my own ſe- 
cular Employments the Week following, 
* by the Manner of my paſſing of this Day; 
and this I do not write hghtly or incon- 
ſiderately, but upon a long and ſound 
'©< Obſervation and Experience, becauſe I _ 
find in the World much Looſeneſs and 
* Apoſtacy from their Duty. People be- 
* gin to be cold and careleſs in it, allow- _ 
ing themſelves Sports and Recreations, 9 
* and ſecular Imployments in it, without 
any Neceſſity, which is a fad Spectacle, . 
and an ill Preſage. It concerns me there- 
fore (that am your Father) as much as I _ 
© may, to reſcue you from that Sin, which 
© the Example of others, and the Inclina- 
tions and Inconſiderateneſs of Youth, is 
© otherwiſe apt to lead you into.“ 

I will read no farther at this Time, be- 
cauſe I would have ſome. more Diſcourſe 
with you, ſince you have been ſo Kind as 
to come and ſpend ſo much Time with me, 

S. I think what you have read to me, is 
much to the ſame Purpoſe of what I came 
1 5 | to 
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to you about; I am glad to ſee you have 
ſo good a Book, I deſire you will read it a 
little oftner than I fear you have yet done, 


L I hope you will pardon my courſe Compli-- 


ment, for I fear you have not much mind- 
ed it heretofore : I find there are further 
Directions in this Bock; for he faith, I. 
1s not a Neceſſityto do a Work upon this Day, 
when it -might be done upon another Day; 
this makes me more admire at you, having 
ſo good a Book; and in it ſo good Reaſons. 
againſt the exerciſing of your Trade on 
the Lord's-Day ; for Shame be of ano- 
ther Mind, and leave off for the future. 
N. Alas! J have a great many good 
Books, tho', with Shame I may fay it, I 
have not minded them; I have the Practice 
of Piety, and the Whole Duty of Man, be- 
ſites the holy Bible, and other good Books; 
I hope God will forgive me for the Nee 
glect of them. Indeed I was never ſo much 
convinced as I am at this Time by your 
Diſcourſe 3 and for the future, through 
the Grace of God, I will be more careful. 
S. I pray God you may; I would fain 
recommend to you that Paſſage in the 
Pradtice of Piety about keeping the Lord's- 


Day, ſince you ſay you have the Book; 
A and when you read it, apply it to yourſelf, 
and conſider well the Truti of what is ſaid; 


B 2 | do 
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do not read it careleſly, but conſider your 
Soul lies at Stake, and that it 1s worth 
your taking care of. Pray pardon me for 
being ſo earneſt with you, for I defire no 
other Thing than the Good of your Soul. 
And I appeal to your own Conſcience, 
whether f you ſhould hear the Black-/mith 
at his Anvil, with his Men beating and 


hammering the Iron, 28 would not think 
him cruel, and of an Iron Nature, tho' at 


the ſame time his Men are not under ſo 
great Temptations as yours; and if it be 
a Fault in them, why not in yourſelf and 
Servants, who are confined to all Sorts of 
Companies and Humours, which corrupt 
both Mind and Manners; and when they 
come to be Maſters themſelves (as if out 


of Revenge) they expect their Servants 


fhould do the ſame ; and ſo the Prophane- 


neſs of this Day is ſtrangely encreaſed, 
and the Lord of Glory too little honoured 


or thought on. 
N. I thank you heartily for taking ſo 
much Pains with me, I am ſatisfied you do 


it for my Good; and my own Conſcience 


tells me I ought to take your Advice, only 
Tam afraid of lofing my Trade, except 


others would leave off as well as I, and 
then] could do it cheerfully. | 


S. Alas! this is a childiſh reaſoning 5 


for 
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for if other Men will poiſon themſelves» 
why ſhould vou? If other Men be never 
ſo bad, that's no Example for you to fol- 

| low. If they are unreaſonable, why ſhould 

you loſe your Wits! Do but took upon 
your Soul as worth more than all the 
Riches of the World; and if other Men 


; will venture the Hazard of their Souls by 
prophaning this Day of the Lord, why 

& ſhould you? If they "rink, cheat and abuſe 
themſelves, muſt you do fo too? How can 

0 you be afraid of Want, when you do not 
ſee a Bird ſtarve for want of Food? and if 
> 9 you cannot live ſo high as you have done | 
ff. ; before, yet you will find more Content ; | 
XY for how can Want be grievous to bim. — 
Y , whoconſiders that the Author and Captain 

ut of our Salvation was in Want, and his 

ts Followers were ſo too, and yet did live. 

le- 


in Heaven: Therefore if thy Calling is 
an Occaſion of ſinning, away with it, and 
ec turn Ploughmen or Servant, rather than | 


live in the Breach of a known Command 
fo or Sin: Seek firſt the Kingdom of Heaven, 
do and its Righteouſneſs; look after the Con- . 
nce cerns of your Soul, and then as for Ne- 
nly ceſſaries, thy God will not ſuffer thee to 


ept >: want them. WIE 
V. I am convinced, and thro' the Grace 
h Wt God, I will leave off exercifing my 
I | B 35 Trade 
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Trade on the Lord's Day for the future. 
il S. I muſt confeſs you make my Heart 
tl rejoice to hear this Anfwer from you; I 
pray God keep you always in the fame 
I] Mind, and I do not doubt but you will 
Il] find a great deal of Comfort in it, and 
more than at preſent you can expect; 
|] This puts me in mind of a certain Friend i 
1 of mine that kept a Coffee-houſe, and. 
would not fell any Coffee on the Lord's- 
Pap; ſome of his Cuſtomers began to 
leave him; and tho' he was fo ſtrict, as F 
| they call it, as not to open his Doors'on ? 
that Day, to let in Men to drink a Diſh f 
| of Coffee, they told him, That they thought 
ßere was no Harm in it. But, ſaid he, 5 
' that will not excuſe me; for if I may fol. 
low my Calling, you may as well follow © 
yours ; and fince you think it is a Sin for 
you to open your Shop, and Keep your Ser- _ 
| wants at Work, why ſhould I keep mine? 
| fnce making and ſelling of Coffee is Work © 
10 my Servants, I think they ought not to 
| doit, nor myſelf neither; for I never aid, 
WI and I bope never ſhall. 
Wl The Man was as good as his Word, and 
certainly he loſt nothing by it; for he is = 
now become a rich Man; and I hope you 
| will follow his Example. For Faith ſhines 
: then more gloriouſly, when it ſarmounts 
all 
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all worldly Difficulties, and triumphs over 
human Infirmities; as in the Caſe before 
us; when we give a juſt Honour to God, 
by keeping ſacred his Holy Day; and 
tho we be hated and expoſed by Men for 
ſo doing, yet let us truſt to the Mouth of 
God for a Recompence of Reward; and 

make little Account of the Words of vain» 
Men; then may we expect the Heritage 
of Jacob our Father here, and hereafter 
to be infinitely recompenced for all the 
Dangers and Hardſhips we have ſuffered: 
in God's Service on Earth; and if we 
tread in the Steps of faithful Jacob, we 
mall inherit Jacob's Bleſſing; for the | 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. And 
is it not a great Shame to lee ſo many keep 
their Servants at home to draw Drink, and 
to ſell Fruit and other Things, when they 
o0ugnt to be at Church, or in Reading the 
Word of God, or in ſome other Exerciſe 
| ſuitable to the Day? It is counted a. 
Perſecution when we are forced from the 
Church and publick Worſhip: Ii this then 
be a Perſecution, I think he that denies 
Himſelf and his Servants the Opportunity 
of coming to the publick Worſhip of 
> God on the Lord's Day, is his own Per- 


| ſecutor. So that I am afraid, it too e. 
;* 3F vidently appears in many Places, that 
60 
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GOD is more diſhonoured, and the Devil 
better ſerved on this Day than on all the. 
Days of the Week befides ; and for ought. 
J know, theJudgments we lie under may 
be owing to the Prophaning of the Lord's. 


Day; for when we conſider how much. 


Righteouſneſsexaltethad Nation, & thatSin. 1 
is aReproach to any People; we have rea- 
ſon to bewail this National Sin, and do all 
that lies in our Power to Remedy it; and 
I think we have great Reaſon to pray for 
ſuch worthy Magiſtrates, as put the Laws. 
in Execution againſt thoſe that prophane 4 
the Lord's-Day, ſince ſo many are harden- 
ed in this Sin, without feeling the leaſt. 


Remorſe for it. 9 
N. I have no more to offer againſt what . 
you have ſaid, only this, I wiſh that your 
Diſcourſe with me at this time was written 
or printed, that I might communicate it 
to ſome of my Brother-Traders, in hopes 
that it might convince ſome of them, as it 
hath now done me. bleſſed be God for it. 
S. Jam willing to do all the good Ican; 
and if you think this Diſcourſe may de 
of any Service to the Publick, I will recolCghChmñͥ̈ů 
lect my Mind, and write it out for you. 
N. In ſo doing you will very much ob- 
lige me. 


8. 
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S. Dear Friend, having performed my 
Promiſe, ſo far as I can remember, I have 
written our Diſpute z but I muſt recom- 
mend it to you with a little Advice, it be- 
ing written in ſuch a homely Dreſs, that 


v hen you communicate it to your Friends, 


you would deſire them to confider the good 


Intention and Truth of what is ſaid, and 
in that Nature apply it to themſelves 
and in fo doing, to read it over and 


over again, not as School-Boys do their 


Leſſons, but as ane that is in danger of his 


Soul, by living in the Sin it treats of. 
For we ought to ſanctify this Day of 
the Lord, not only by Reſting from all | 
Worldly Employments and Recreations, 


but by Conſecrating that Reſt to God, 


making it our Delight to ſpend our whole 
Time in his Service and to the beſt of our 
Power, to his Glory. 33 
Take heed therefore of being found # 
lighter of theſe Duties, the Neglect where- 


of cannot confiſt with any true Vigour and 
| Power of Religion, or any due Care of our 
own or others Souls.that we ought to have 


a Care of. Conſider God hath bleſſed:and 
fanctified this Day not only as a Day of 


Service to himſelf, but as a time wherein he 


will confer Bleſſings on the conſcientious. 
Obſervers of it; for it is a fpeciab Day of 


3 © proclaiming and ſealing Pardons'to peni- 
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tent Sinners. It is a bleſſed Day to the 


careful Obſervers of it, and ſanctified to. 
many gracious Purpoſes. The Sabbath was 
made for Man, ſaith out Saviour; that is, 


for Man's greatBenefit and Advantage, 1 4 
he will but obſerve and keep it as he ou icht. 


to do. We know all "en Men in all 
Ages have blamed thoſe that made it a 


Day of Idleneſs and Feaſting, of Paſt- time. 
and Tipling, of Trading and Jollity, which 
take away the Taſte of all ſpiritual Things, 
and make the Soul dull and flat to all [pt-- 


ritual Duties. 


O chat Men would but ſo keep this 
Day in their Health and Strength, as they 


will wiſh they had done when they come 
to die; for then, when it is too late, they 
will bewail their Neglect of it; of which 
wretchedFolly we have daily too many ſad 
and diſmat Examples. Therefore let you 
and I take warming before it be too late: 
Let us keep Holy this Day of our dear 


Ford, and ſerve him in publick and pri- 


vate to the beſt of our Power while we ſo- 
Journ here, then ſhall' we be prepared, 


through his Merits, to keep a: perpetual 


Sabbath in the Kingdom of Glory, and 
ſing Eternal Hallelujahs to him that ſits 


on the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever. 


So praying it may do good, as well to. 
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your Friends, as yourlelf, and defiring 
once more they would apply it to their 
| own Souls, it being purely deſigned for 


God's Glory, and their Good; I ſhall 


conclude with theſe Texts, out of the 
Word of GOD. 
Thus faith . the Lord, take heed to 
yourſelves, and bear no Burden on the 
Sabbath-Day, nor bring it in by the Gates 
of Jeruſalem. Neither carry forth a Bur- 
den out of your Houſes on the Sabbath- 
Day, neither do yeany Work, but Hal- 


low ye Sabbath-day, "as I commanded 


your Fathers. But if ye will not hearken 
unto me to hallow the Sabbath-Day, and 
not to bear a Burden: Then will J kindle 


3 a Fire in the Gates thereof, and it ſhall 


devour the Palaces of Jeruſalem, and it 


ſhall not be quenched. Ferem. 17. 21, 22, 
27. 


| ) Ye ſhall keep the Sabbath therefore: 


manner of ns which ey brought 


For it is Holy unto you; every one that 
defileth it ſhall be put to Death: For who- 
ſoever doth any Work therein, that Soul 
Thall be ug off from amongſt his People. 


= Exod. 31. 
K In choſe Days ſaw J in Judah ſome 


treading Wine; preſſes on the Sabbath, 
and bringing in Sheaves, and lading Aſſes; 
as alſo Wine, Grapes and Figs, and all 
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into Jeruſalem on the Sabbath-Day: And 
I teſtified againſt them, in the Day where- 
in they fold Victuals. There dwelt Men 
of Tyre alſo therein, which brought Fiſh, 
and all manner of Ware, and fold on the 
Sabbath unto the Children of Judah, and 
in Jeruſalem. Then I contended with 
the Nobles of Judah, and ſaid unto them, 
what evil thing is this that ye do, and 
8 the Sabbath - day? Did not your 
athers thus, and did not our God bring 
all this Evil upon us and upon this City? 
Let ye bring more Wrath upon Iſrael by 
prophaning the Sabbath. And it came to 
paſs that when the Gates of Jeruſalem began 
to be dark before the Sabbath, I com- 
manded that the Gates ſnould be ſnut, 
and charged that they ſhould not be open 
till after the Sabbath: And ſome of my 
Servants ſet I at the Gates, that there 
ſhould no Burden be brought in on the | 
Sabbath-Day. So the Merchants and Sel- 9 
lers of all kind of Ware, lodged without 
Jeruſalem once or twice. Then I teſtified |} 
againſt them, and ſaid unto them why 
lodge ye, about the wall? If ye do ſo 


| 
| 
| again, I will lay Hands on you. From 


. 


that time forth came they no more on the Þ} 
Sabbath. Nebem, 13. 15, 16, 17, 18, 
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